
 

Chopin in Manchester 

 

He did not like the smog 

He did not like the damp English weather 

Or overcrowded Manchester 

 

Standing at the lake in Prestwich 

I can feel his longing  

Far away from home 

 

Music is dripping like rain from his thin fingers rapidly 

In the Gentlemen’s Concert Hall 

 

Today 

His statue is silent in Manchester 

A frail figure 

Is it longing for music or for the homeland? 

 

 

 

 

 



Jevtushenko 

 

The dawn...new ideas were floating in the air. 

A generation tainted by the pain of parting with the unsettled soil. 

They lost the battle with frosty days, and moved back into uncertainty, into silence. 

A new time has arrived, with its irritating stillness, with crystal tears. 

Now they look into the eyes of old pages, and they dream. 
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